Philosophy 1010: Philosophical Systems

Wayne State University 

Winter 2008

 Location: Room #314 Oakland Center

Time: Saturday, 9:35a-12:20p

Instructor: Ron Butzu

Office Hours: Office hours will be held after class at a location to be determined. 

E-mail: ronbutzu@hotmail.com 

Website: www.ronbutzu.com

Course Description:

Welcome to Philosophy 1010! This course is intended to introduce students to several of the best-known philosophers and thinkers in human history. These thinkers will span in time from Buddha (born c. 560 BCE) to the American philosopher William James (1842-1910). Dominant themes of each of these philosophers' views will be drawn out and then compared; inviting the student to develop his or her own synthesis regarding the topics discussed. I look forward to a pleasant semester and sincerely wish for your success. [By the way, this course satisfies the Philosophy and Letters (P & L) component of the university's general education requirements.]
Required Text: Archetypes of Wisdom; by Douglas Soccio, 6th Edition. (Available at the WSU Bookstore) 

Course Format: Class sessions will consist of short quizzes and lectures on the assigned reading material as well as class discussion.  There will be four exams.

Student Responsibility: Students are expected to read the assigned chapters prior to class discussion. On some occasions I will provide study questions to help focus your reading. Some of the selections are more challenging than others and may require more than one reading. Please bring your text to all meetings!
Evaluations:

60 Points = Six Reading Quizzes (ten points each; see scheduled dates below) 

35 Points = Exam #1 (2/9/08)

35 Points = Exam #2 (3/8/08)

35 Points = Exam #3 (4/5/08)

35 Points = Final Exam (4/26/08)

Grading Scale: Final grades will be based on a standard scale: 200 points = A+, 186 points = A, 180 = A-, 174 = B+, 166 = B, 160 = B-, 154 = C+, 146 = C, 140 = C-, 134 = D+, 126 = D, 120 = D-, and 119 or below = E.

Quizzes: There will be nine quizzes on the scheduled readings; one per week – other than on exam days - starting with the first part of Chapter Two on week #3. These quizzes will be based on the study questions that are contained at the end of each chapter in your text. Quizzes will consist of true or false, fill-in-the-blank and multiple-choice type questions. Each quiz will be conducted within the first 10 minutes of class on the scheduled day. Please note that if you are absent or late for class you will not be able to take the quiz for that day.  Further, there will be no make-ups for the quizzes. (The only exceptions to this policy being documented medical emergencies of an extreme nature.) However, please note that I will automatically drop your three lowest quiz scores, so that your final grade will reflect only your six best quizzes.  
 Exams: We will have four exams over the course of this semester. The first three exams will be non-cumulative. The final exam will be somewhat cumulative, containing material from each of the first three exams. Each exam will contain a combination of "true or false" and "multiple-choice"-type questions along with short-answer and essay questions. Every attempt will be made to provide a brief review in the class session prior to each of these exams. However, it is imperative to keep in mind that the exams will contain questions pertaining to your readings that were not covered in lecture.

Important: Make-up exams will only be offered in extreme circumstances and in no case will a make-up exam be offered to those who do not contact me within 48 hours after the missed exam. Please note that the only exceptions to this policy are extreme medical emergencies.

Participation: A course of this nature will certainly allow for a good deal of class discussion. During this discussion, what is sought is an open exchange of ideas that is free from contentiousness, hostility, and just plain-old rude behavior. Those who demonstrate that they are able to discuss philosophical issues in this manner can expect to earn full credit for the participation component of the course. On the other hand, those who engage in the above-mentioned undesirable behaviors can expect to lose credit for this component of the course. (Note that I will inform a student ahead of time if I believe that he or she is in danger of losing points for participation.)

Extra-Credit: Typically, in classes where student participation is satisfactory – both in quantity and quality – students will be offered the opportunity for extra-credit. What this means is that there will likely be a “bonus question” added to each of the four exams that will be worth up to three points each and that can only help the students’ grades – never detract from them. (And, if you’re really nice to me I will typically even let you know a week ahead of time what I’m considering for an extra-credit question!) Please keep in mind that this is the only extra-credit opportunity that will be extended.

Attendance: Attendance at each and every session is highly recommended. (For looking at someone else’s notes is never as helpful as having your own.) However, no points will be deducted merely for missing a class. 

Cheating: Cheating on an exam will result in an automatic E for the course and will be cause for possible college dismissal. (Looking at someone else's exam or having notes in view during an exam will be construed as cheating.)

Important Dates and Outline:

1/12/08: Introduction

1/19/08: Chapter One: Philosophy and the Search for Wisdom

1/26/08: Chapter Two: The Asian Sages – part one (Lao-Tzu and Confucius); Quiz #1

2/2/08: Chapter Two: The Asian Sages – part two (Buddha); Quiz #2

2/9/08: Exam #1

2/16/08: Chapter Five: Socrates; Quiz #3

2/23/08: Chapter Six: Plato; Quiz #4

3/1/08: Chapter Seven: Aristotle; Quiz #5

3/8/08: Exam #2

3/15/08: Class is not in session! Spring Break!

3/22/08: Chapter Eight: Stoicism; Quiz #6

3/29/08: Chapter Ten: Rene Descartes; Quiz #7

4/5/08: Exam #3

4/12/08: Chapter Eleven: David Hume; Quiz #8
4/19/08: Chapter Fourteen: Karl Marx; Quiz #9

4/26/08: Final Examination (Usual Time)

One final thing: It is a good idea to exchange phone numbers with another person in this class.
“Our discussion will be adequate if it has as much clearness as the subject-matter admits of, for precision is not to be sought for alike in all discussions, any more than in all the products of the crafts.... In the same spirit, therefore, should each type of statement be received; for it is the mark of an educated man to look for precision in each class of things just as far as the nature of the subject admits...”

          -Aristotle, Nichomachean Ethics; bk. I, ch. III

