Philosophy 1030: Philosophical Problems

Wayne State University 

Winter 2009

 Location: Room #228 State Hall

Time: Tuesday; 4:30-7:15p

Instructor: Ron Butzu

Office Number: 12206.1 5057 Woodward (On corner of Woodward & Putnam)

Office Hours:  Tuesday; 3:15-4:15p

E-mail: ronbutzu@hotmail.com 

Website: www.ronbutzu.com

Course Description:

Welcome to Philosophy 1030! This course is a survey and discussion of some of the enduring and most pressing issues that have occupied philosophers: Does God exist? What is a good person? Do we have free will? Is the mind the same as the brain? What is the universe really like? What do we really know? The course will acquaint students with techniques for discussing such questions and for evaluating proposed answers to them. [By the way, this course satisfies the Philosophy and Letters (P & L) component of the university's general education requirements.]
Required Text: Philosophy: The Pursuit of Wisdom, 5th edition by Louis P. Pojman 

Course Format: Class sessions will consist of lectures on the assigned reading material as well as class discussion.  Towards the end of the semester we will dedicate time for student presentations. There will also be three exams.

Student Responsibility: Students are expected to read the assigned chapters prior to class discussion. Some of the selections are more challenging than others and may require more than one reading. Please bring your text to all meetings!
Evaluations:

40 Points = Exam #1 (2/10/09)

40 Points = Exam #2 (3/10/09)

40 Points = Presentation

40 Points = Participation

40 Points = Final Exam (5/5/09)

Grading Scale: Final grades will be based on a standard scale: 200 points = A+, 186 points = A, 180 = A-, 174 = B+, 166 = B, 160 = B-, 154 = C+, 146 = C, 140 = C-, 134 = D+, 126 = D, 120 = D-, and 119 or below = E.

Exams: We will have three exams over the course of this semester. The first two exams will be non-cumulative and will consist primarily of short-answer-type questions. The final exam will be cumulative, containing material from throughout the semester, and will call for somewhat more substantive responses. 

Important: Make-up exams will only be offered in extreme circumstances and in no case will a make-up exam be offered to those who do not contact me within 48 hours after the missed exam. Please note that the only exceptions to this policy are extreme medical emergencies.

Presentation: Towards the end of the semester, students will be asked to form small groups for the purpose of presenting a thought-experiment to the rest of the class. In addition to presenting the thought-experiment itself, students are asked to explain the philosophical significance of the thought-experiment as well as present various responses to it. Finally, groups will be asked to respond to questions from their fellow students concerning the thought-experiment of their choice. A selection of thought-experiments will be distributed approximately the seventh week of class.

Participation: A course of this nature will certainly allow for a good deal of class discussion. During this discussion, what is sought is an open exchange of ideas that is free from contentiousness, hostility, and just plain-old rude behavior. Moreover, during student presentations, the remainder of the class is asked to listen attentively to the thought-experiment being discussed. The class will then be asked to fill out a questionnaire concerning the presentation (as well as offering questions of their own). Each questionnaire that a student completes is counted as five points towards one’s participation grade. Note that a student can only miss one questionnaire before his or her grade is negatively affected. On the other hand, if a student completes more than ten questionnaires, the additional points may be viewed as extra-credit.

Attendance: Attendance at each and every session is highly recommended. (For looking at someone else’s notes is never as helpful as having your own.) However, no points will be deducted merely for missing a class. On the other hand, students will observe that being absent during another group’s presentation will make completing a questionnaire for that presentation impossible.

Cheating: Cheating on an exam will result in an automatic E for the course and will be cause for possible college dismissal. (Looking at someone else's exam or having notes in view during an exam will be construed as cheating.)

Important Dates and Outline:

1/13/09: Introduction

1/20/09: Philosophy of Religion Part I

1/27/09: Philosophy of Religion Part II

2/3/09: Epistemology

2/10/09: Exam #1

2/17/09: Philosophy of Mind 

2/24/09: Freewill & Determinism – Please notify me of the members of your group by this date

3/3/09: Ethics

3/10/09: Exam #2 – Please notify me of your group’s choice of thought-experiment by this date
3/17/09: Class is not in session – Spring Break! (St. Patrick’s Day!)

3/24/09: Student Presentations

3/31/09: Student Presentations

4/7/09: Student Presentations

4/14/09: Student Presentations

4/21/09: Student Presentations

4/28/09: Class is not in session – Study Day!

5/5/09: Final Examination (Usual Time)

Please let me know if you would like assistance in finding a group for the student presentation.

One final thing: It is a good idea to exchange phone numbers with another person in this class.
“Our discussion will be adequate if it has as much clearness as the subject-matter admits of, for precision is not to be sought for alike in all discussions, any more than in all the products of the crafts.... In the same spirit, therefore, should each type of statement be received; for it is the mark of an educated man to look for precision in each class of things just as far as the nature of the subject admits...”

          -Aristotle, Nichomachean Ethics; bk. I, ch. III

