Ethics 2100: Study Questions for Quiz #6

1. What are “nonconsequentialist” moral theories? How do they differ from “consequentialist” theories?

2. Who does Barcalow believe is the most influential nonconsequentialist? What “test” does this individual propose to determine whether an action is inherently wrong?

3. What is the only thing Kant believes can be called good “without qualification”? Why is this so?

4. How might someone do all the things a good person might do and yet not have good will? (What example does Barcalow use?)

5. What is the key to determining whether an individual has a good will?

6. According to Kant, in order to have moral worth an action must be done from a sense of what?

7. What is a “maxim”? Are these always consciously formulated? 

8. What three things must a maxim specify?

9. What “test” – endorsed by most of the world’s major religions – does Kant believed should be used to determine the rightness and wrongness of a maxim? What does he call his own reformulation of this “test”?

10. What is the “Universal Law Formulation” of the Categorical Imperative?

11. How do we know whether a maxim is unacceptable under the Categorical Imperative?

12. Please be able to give an example of a duty that Kant believes can be derived from the Categorical Imperative.

13. What is the “second formulation” of the Categorical Imperative?

