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Study Questions for Quiz #7

1. How does Barcalow define “Virtues” and “Vices”?

2. What does the Dalai Lama say about ethical theories (such as Utilitarianism, etc.) that rely on ethical rules? What alternative approach to moral judgment does he suggest?

3. What are “character traits”?
4. What makes a character trait a virtue according to Aristotle?

5. What is “eudaimonia”? How does it differ from the more contemporary understanding of “happiness”?

6. According to Aristotle, how do most people try to achieve eudaimonia? Does he believe these means will succeed? What is his alternative understanding?
7. What does it mean for a human being to “flourish” according to Aristotle? (Several thoughts here, please.)
8. According to Aristotle, what is it that separates us from other animals? What does this mean for human flourishing? (Hint: What is most important for human flourishing?)
9. What is the “golden mean” of Aristotle? Please explain using the example of “courage”?
10. What other traits does Aristotle consider to be virtues?

11. According to Aristotle, how does justice help its possessor flourish and how is it a mean between two extremes? (Please try to break this one down as much as possible.)
12. What is meant by “the unity of virtue”? (For yourself: Do you agree?)

