Philosophical Problems – Review Questions for Exam #1

1. What are the Greek root words found in the word “philosophy”? How did we define “philosophy”?

2. What are the three branches of philosophy? What kinds of questions are asked in each branch?

3. What is an argument? What are premises? What is a conclusion? What is a deductively valid argument? What is a sound argument?

4. What is a “thought-experiment”? What example of a thought-experiment have we discussed so far? What was the point of this thought-experiment?

5. How did we define the following terms?

a. Monotheism

b. Polytheism

c. Pantheism

d. Atheism

e. Agnosticism

f. Fideism

6. What is the “traditional” (i.e. Anselmian) conception of God?

7. What is the difference between a priori and a posteriori arguments for the existence of God?

8. What is the “First Cause Argument”? (Please be able to summarize in roughly three sentences.)

9. What is the “Argument from Contingency”? (Please be able to summarize in roughly three sentences.)

10. What is the “Teleological Argument”? (Please be able to summarize in roughly three sentences.)

11. What are David Hume’s four criticisms of the teleological argument?

12. What is the “Darwinian Critique” of the teleological argument?

13. What is the “Ontological Argument”? (Please be able to summarize in roughly three sentences.)

14. What is “Gaunilo’s Island”? How is this a criticism of the ontological argument?

15. What is Kant’s criticism of the ontological argument? (Please be able to summarize in roughly two sentences.)

16. What is the “Problem of Evil”? (Please be able to summarize in roughly three sentences.)

17. In regards to the problem of evil, what is the “free will defense” and the “theodicy defense”?

18. What is the traditional definition of “knowledge” (stemming from Plato)?

19. What is Rationalism? What is the main point supporting Rationalism?

20. What is Empiricism? What is the main point supporting Empiricism?)

21. What is Hume’s Fork? (Please be able to summarize in roughly four sentences, with examples.)

22. What is Foundationalism? What is Coherentism?

23. What is the difference between each type of skepticism (i.e. Academic, Pyrrhonian, global and local)?

24. What is Rene Descartes “Evil Demon” argument for global skepticism?

