Philosophy 137: Topics in Philosophy

Topic: Political Philosophy

Henry Ford Community College

Winter 2007

Location: F-204 Fine Arts Building



Time: Tuesday & Thursday; 9:40-11:00a

Instructor: Ron Butzu




Office Hours: By Appointment

Voice Mail: (248) 207-8457



E-mail: ronbutzu@hotmail.com
Website: www.ronbutzu.com



Nation: www.nationstates.net/wootenland

Catalog Description: Political philosophy examines the philosophical foundations of government and social institutions. Questions addressed include 1. Why should there be government at all? 2. What is the “best” form of government? 3. What rights do we have? 4. What is social justice? & 5. Should government strive to maintain equality? (Three Credit Hours)

Prerequisites and/or Co-requisites: This course has no prerequisites or co-requisites.

Required Text: Justice, Equality & Rights by Emmett Barcalow

Specific Course Objectives

Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

1. Demonstrate competence in supporting philosophical positions via reason and argument. 

2. Understand the relevance of, and develop a position regarding, the question “When, if ever, does a government exercise legitimate authority?”

3. Understand the relevance of, and develop a position regarding, the question “What is justice?”

4. Understand the relevance of, and develop a position regarding, the question “What are rights and what rights do persons possess?”

5. Understand the relevance of, and develop a position regarding, the question “Are all persons equal and when and how should government strive for equality?”

6. Understand the relevance of, and develop a position regarding, the question “What can a government legitimately require of its citizens?”

7. Understand the relevance of, and develop a position regarding, the question “What are the strengths and weaknesses of Democracy?”

8. Understand the relevance of, and develop a position regarding, the question “What are the strengths and weaknesses of Communitarianism?”

9. Understand the relevance of, and develop a position regarding, the question “What are the strengths and weaknesses of Marxism?”

10. Understand the relevance of, and develop a position regarding, the question “What are the strengths and weaknesses of Feminism?”

11. Understand the relevance of, and develop a position regarding, the question “What is the relationship between politics and the environment?”

12. Understand the relevance of, and develop a position regarding, the question “When is war justified?”

Evaluations:

60 Points = Six Quizzes (ten points each; see scheduled dates below) 

25 Points = Exam #1 (2/6/07)

25 Points = Exam #2 (3/1/07)

25 Points = Exam #3 (4/5/07)

25 Points = Final Exam (5/1/07; 9:50-11:35)

40 Points = Political Simulation (10 submissions; 4 points Each)

Grading Scale: Final grades will be based on the following scale. 186-200 points = A, 180-185 = A-, 174-179 = B+, 166-173 = B, 160-165 = B-, 154-159 = C+, 146-153 = C, 140-145 = C-, 134-139 = D+, 126-133 = D, 120-125 = D-, and below 120 = E. 

Quizzes: There will be eight quizzes on the scheduled readings. These quizzes will be based on the study questions that I will send around approximately one week before each quiz. Quizzes will consist of true or false, fill-in-the-blank and multiple-choice type questions. Each quiz will be conducted within the first 20 minutes of class on the scheduled day. Please note that if you are late for class you will not be able to take the quiz for that day.  Further, there will be no make-ups for the quizzes. (The only exceptions to this policy being documented medical emergencies of an extreme nature.) However, please note that I will automatically drop your two lowest quiz scores, so that your final grade will reflect only your six best quizzes.  

Exams: We will have four exams over the course of the semester. Each of these exams, including the final, will be non-cumulative, covering material from only the previous three or four weeks. Exams will typically consist of short-answer, true or false, multiple-choice, and one or two longer essay questions. 

Aside from the longer essay questions, which will be dealt with separately, the exams will be based primarily on study questions that will be distributed prior to lecture. These are the same study questions that are used as the basis for the quizzes. Helpful Tip: Looking at past quizzes should prove to be worthwhile when studying for the exams!

Important: Make-up exams will only be offered in extreme circumstances and in no case will a make-up exam be offered to those who do not contact me within 36 hours of the missed exam. (Again, please note that the only exceptions to this policy are documented medical emergencies of an extreme nature.)

Political Simulation: Ever wish you could run your own country? Well, now you can! More seriously, a significant portion of the course (20%) will consist in participating in an online political simulation. What the student is asked to do is to go to www.nationstates.net and then follow the instructions given there for creating a nation. (You will be asked to choose a name, flag, animal, etc. for your country and then answer a brief survey.) Once you do this –  and it is recommended that you do this during the first week of classes – look to the bottom of your country’s home page and you will see a link to your country. E-mail this link to me at ronbutzu@hotmail.com. Congratulations, you now not only have your own country to run as you wish, you have also earned four points in your Political Philosophy course! 

After you create your country, you will have the opportunity to login to NationStates, click on the “issues” link in the main menu to the left of the screen, and make decisions regarding how your country is to be run.  (You can choose to receive up to two issues per day.) What you are asked to do is to choose up to one of these issues per week (Sunday through Saturday) and then write a paragraph or so (at least three or four sentences) explaining to me why you made the decision you made. Keep in mind that there are really no “wrong” answers to these political dilemmas (as far as it involves your grade in this class). As long as you offer a reasonable justification for your decision you should expect full credit. (“I hate conservatives/liberals” is not accepted as reasonable!) Typed submissions should be given to me in class and are worth up to four points each. (Note that I will accept e-mail submissions under these conditions: 1. it is due to extenuating circumstances (e.g. illness), 2. you maintain the one-submission-per-week rule, and 3. you submit a “hard-copy” the following week (so that you have record that you indeed did the work).

Notice that after you create your nation – which, again, is worth four points – you ideally would only have to write on nine issues in order to attain the 40 points available for this component of the course. This will leave 5 remaining weeks (excluding: the first week of classes, spring break, and finals week) where you would not have to make a submission. However, if you desired to make additional submissions on any of these remaining weeks you are welcome (and encouraged) to do so. This option gives you the opportunity for up to 20 points extra-credit. However, please keep in mind that I will still only accept one submission per week. (I don’t want to get clobbered with 250 submissions the final week of classes! ☺) 
Keep in mind that the number of issues you are presented with is up to you; you can change this setting by clicking on the “settings” link to the left of the screen. (It is recommended that you choose the highest setting – two issues per day. You can “dismiss” any issue you don’t want to deal with and so it will simply allow you to be more selective about the issues you do want to deal with.) Any questions?

Attendance: Attendance at each and every session is highly recommended. (For looking at someone else’s notes is never as helpful as having your own.) However, while attendance records will be kept, no points will be deducted merely for missing a class.

Participation: While an absence will not directly affect your grade, please be aware that there are certain behaviors that could. It is expected that the student will not interfere with the learning process. Accordingly, behaviors which will detract from your point total will include: talking at inappropriate times, exhibiting rude behavior towards other individuals in the room, allowing cell phones to ring in class, etc. While this list may or may not be exhaustive of the types of behaviors which will warrant attention, basically the best rule of thumb to follow is this: if you come to class and tend to your own business without disrupting others, you can count on not losing any points due to poor participation. 
Cheating: In concert with HFCC policy, cheating on an exam will result in an automatic E for the course and will be cause for possible college dismissal. Having notes within your area of vision or looking at someone else’s test during the course of an exam will be construed as cheating.

Important Dates:

1/9/07: Introduction

1/18/07: Quiz #1 (Chapter 2)

1/30/07: Quiz #2 (Chapter 3)

2/6/07: Exam 1

2/13/07: Quiz #3 (Chapter 4)

2/22/07: Quiz #4 (Chapter 5)

3/1/07: Exam 2

3/6/07 & 3/8/07: Class is not in session; Spring Break! ☺

3/15/07: Quiz #5

3/27/07: Quiz #6

4/5/07: Exam 3

4/12/07: Quiz #7

4/24/07: Quiz #8

5/1/07: Final Exam; 9:50-11:35a

One final thing: It is a good idea to exchange phone numbers with another person in this class.
“Those who are too smart to engage in politics are punished by being governed by those who are dumber.”






-Plato

“Turn on to politics, or politics will turn on you.” –Ralph Nader

