Philosophy 1050: Critical Thinking

Wayne State University 

Winter 2006
Location: Room #        ; Lamphere Center
Time: Tuesdays 6-9pm
Instructor: Ron Butzu

Office Hours: Office Hours will be held after class at a location to be determined.
Voice Mail: (248) 207-8457 (to leave a message any time)

E-mail: ronbutzu@hotmail.com
Website: www.ronbutzu.com 

Course Description: Welcome to Philosophy 1050! This course satisfies the university’s competency requirement in Critical Thinking. The course is designed to provide the student with knowledge and skills relevant to the critical evaluation of reasoning. Techniques will be provided for identifying and analyzing reasoning; and for evaluating reasoning in the form of both deductive and inductive arguments. Students will also be given the opportunity to practice constructing their own lines of reasoning. I look forward to a productive and pleasant semester and sincerely wish for your success.

Credit Hours: Three Credit Hours

Required Text: Course Pack (Available at Marwil’s Bookstore; Main Campus – on the corner of Cass & Warren)

General Goals
My hope is that by the end of the semester you will be better able to:

1. Express ideas clearly and concisely.

2. Formulate arguments rigorously and evaluate them critically.

3. Concentrate on and solve problems requiring systematic thinking.

4. Appreciate that there are objective means for the evaluation of reasoning and that, at least in many cases, some answers are better than others.

5. Apply the insights of logic as you seek to make sense of the world around you.

Specific Course Objectives

By the end of the semester the student will be able to:

1. Identify the premise(s) and conclusion of an argument.

2. Distinguish between deductive and inductive types of arguments.

3. Make distinctions in terms of the validity, soundness, strength and cogency of arguments.

4. Correctly identify the multiple functions and uses of language.

5. Recognize the use of emotive language while avoiding this kind of language in argumentative contexts.

6. Detect and avoid several common types of erroneous reasoning.

7. Use effective and efficient methods for translating arguments into a standard format for easy analysis.

8. Distinguish between common types of valid and invalid argument forms.

9. Employ traditional methods for gauging the strength of analogical arguments.
10. Distinguish between scientific, unscientific, and non-scientific reasoning.
Evaluations: 

20 Points = Exam #1 (2/7/06)

20 Points = Exam #2 (2/28/06)

20 Points = Exam #3 (4/4/06)

20 Points = Final Exam (5/2/06)
20 Points = Written Assignment (Due last day of class; 4/18/06)

Grading Scale: Final grades will be based on a standard scale: 100 points = A+, 93 points = A, 90 = A-, 87 = B+, 83 = B, 80 = B-, 77 = C+, 73 = C, 70 = C-, 67 = D+, 63 = D, 60 = D-, and 59 or below = E. 

Exams: We will have four exams over the course of this semester. Three 20-point non-cumulative exams, and then a somewhat cumulative final exam (see below). Every attempt will be made to provide extensive review prior to each of these exams.

Important: Make-up exams will only be offered in extreme circumstances and in no case will a make-up exam be offered to those who do not contact me within 48 hours of the missed exam. Note that the only exceptions to this policy will be documented medical emergencies of an extreme nature.

Final Exam: There will be a 20-point final exam during the last week of class. This exam will be somewhat cumulative, containing material from as far back as the first exam. There will be review prior to the final exam that will further clarify the contents of this exam.

Attendance: As is the case with math classes, much of what we will cover in critical thinking will build on what was covered in previous sessions. In light of this, attendance at each and every session is highly recommended. (For looking at someone else’s notes is never as helpful as having your own.) However, while attendance records will be kept, no points will be deducted merely for missing a class. 

Written Assignment: In accord with university requirements, the student’s final grade shall be determined in part by the successful completion of a written assignment. The assignment will consist of a 2-3 page (typed/double-spaced) “think-piece” and will be due the last day of class. Here are some further guidelines:

*2-3 pages/typed/double-spaced/12-point font/1” margins

*Due the last day of class – though I will certainly accept early submissions.

*Clarity is a high priority. Express your ideas as clearly as possible.

*Pick some social issue that you care about; e.g. economic inequality, death penalty, physician assisted suicide, welfare reform, etc.

*Take a position – making it explicit what position you are taking – and then defend that position by offering reasons and evidence for your view.

*Tell what you believe to be the strongest objection to your view. Express this objection as fairly as possible.

*Respond to this objection. Tell why you think it is not enough to change your mind concerning this topic.

*Keep in mind that this assignment is intended as a “think piece” and not a research paper. I’m looking to see how you can get your mind around an issue and think it through. Accordingly, while you may cite an article or paper in your assignment in order to defend a premise, etc., please do not cite article after article as you might for a research paper.

*Also, in an assignment such as this, an introductory paragraph is usually very helpful. In this paragraph you can set the context for your essay, generate some interest in your topic, and make clear the position you are defending.

Participation: While an absence will not directly affect your grade, please be aware that there are certain behaviors that could. It is expected that the student will not interfere with the learning process. Accordingly, behaviors which will detract from your point total will include: talking at inappropriate times, exhibiting rude behavior towards other individuals in the room, allowing cell phones to ring in class, etc. While this list may or may not be exhaustive of the types of behaviors which will warrant attention, basically the best rule of thumb to follow is this: if you come to class and tend to your own business without disrupting others, you can count on not losing any points due to poor participation. 
Cheating: In concert with WSU policy, cheating on an exam will result in an automatic E for the course and will be cause for possible college dismissal. Looking at someone else’s exam or having notes in view during an exam will be construed as cheating.

Important: If you desire to withdraw from this course you have until the last day of classes (4/18/06) to do so. A student may let me know that he or she desires a withdrawal either in person or by e-mail. I will not decline anyone’s request for a withdrawal up through 4/18/06. However, I will not accept any such requests after this date. Furthermore, if you decide to stop attending prior to the end of the term without officially withdrawing (or by requesting a withdrawal from me) I must record a final grade that reflects your performance up until that point – even if that grade is an “E.”
Tentative Schedule:
Weeks #1-4: Introduction to Logic; Language   

Weeks #5-7: Informal Fallacies

Weeks #8-11: Truth-Functional Logic; Categorical Logic
Weeks #12-14: Analogies; Methods of Science

Important Dates:

1/10/06: First day of class; Introduction

2/7/06: Exam #1
2/28/06: Exam #2

3/14/06: Class is not in session; spring break! ☺
4/4/06: Exam #3 
4/18/06: Last day of class; Written Assignment Due

5/2/06: Final Exam 

One final thing: It is a good idea to exchange phone numbers with another person in this class.
In order to learn, you must desire to learn.

                                           -Charles S. Peirce

In a republican nation, whose citizens are to be led by reason and persuasion and not by force, the art of reasoning becomes of first importance.

                                            -Thomas Jefferson

In all affairs - love, religion, politics, or business - it’s a healthy idea, now and then, to hang a question mark on the things you have long taken for granted.

                                             -Bertrand Russell

How the Art of Reasoning is Necessary

When one of his audience said, “Convince me that logic is useful,” he said,

“Would you have me demonstrate it?”

“Yes.”

“Well, then, must I not use a demonstrative argument?”

And when the other agreed, he said, “How then shall you know if I impose upon you?” And when the man has no answer, he said, “You see how you yourself admit that logic is necessary, if without it you are not even able to learn this much - whether it is necessary or not.”

                                               -Discourses of Epictetus

