Name____________________________________

Introduction to Logic/Practice Exam #2

I. Match the fallacy name in Section A with the definition in Section B.

Section A
A. Complex Question
B. Accident

C. Converse Accident

D. False Cause

E. Begging the Question
F. Abusive ad Hominem
G. Circumstantial ad Hominem
H. Appeal to Pity

I. Appeal to Force
J. Appeal to the People
K. Appeal to an Inappropriate Authority

 L. Irrelevant Conclusion
M. Straw Man

N. Appeal to a Lack of Information 

Section B
1. _____ Where a person appeals to a sad story to justify a conclusion

2. _____ Where a person attacks someone’s character in order to dismiss an argument

3. _____ Appealing to a threat in order to justify a conclusion

4. _____ Where the evidence presented justifies a different conclusion than the one intended

5. _____ Making a general rule out of a case that is not typical

6. _____ Appealing to an expert in a context outside of that expert’s specialization

7. _____ Asking a question in such a way so as to presuppose the truth of some claim

8. _____ Stating a position and then insisting that someone else refute that position

9. _____ Where a person attempts to expose another’s motivations in order to dismiss an argument

II. True or False?
10. _____ A “fallacy” is simply any false belief.

11. _____ “Appeal to Pity” is a “Self-Justifying Fallacy.”

12. _____ Ad hominem fallacies always involve two arguers.

13. _____ “Appeal to Force” is an “Irrelevance Fallacy.”

14. _____ All appeals to “pity” or “sympathy” are fallacious.

15. _____ Appealing to a lack of information is also called “Shifting the Burden of Proof.”

16. _____ “Irrelevance Fallacies” are fallacies that can be seen to rest on an unwarranted assumption.

17. _____ Arguments that “beg the question” presuppose that which they claim to prove.

18. _____ If an argument mentions something bad about someone’s character then it commits an abusive ad hominem.

III. For each argument below determine whether the argument commits a fallacy. If it does, state which type. If it does not, write “no fallacy.”

19. Publisher Steve Forbes has argued that the fairest kind of tax is the flat tax. But Forbes is a billionaire who stands to save millions if a flat tax is enacted – so we can hardly take Forbes seriously.

20. Capital punishment is justified for the crimes of murder and kidnapping because it is quite legitimate and appropriate that someone be put to death for having committed such hateful and inhuman acts.

21. No one has ever proved that the human fetus is not a person with full human rights. Therefore it is clear human fetuses are persons with full human rights.

22. John, of course I deserve to use your Porsche for my date this Saturday night. After all, I’m sure you wouldn’t want your wife to know how you were flirting with those women at the gym yesterday!

23. If 20 percent of adult Americans are functionally illiterate, then it’s no wonder that morons get elected to public office. In fact, 20 percent of adult Americans are functionally illiterate, so it’s no wonder morons get elected to public office.

24. Ted is a horrible person. He uses his position as a teacher to preach his own political and religious views – and as a means of gaining the attention of women.

25. My former husband was mean and cruel. Therefore all men are no good.

26. The person sitting in front of me on the beach is starting to get a sunburn on her back, but I shouldn’t tell her or warn her about it because that would be interfering with her life, which would be wrong.

