Fallacies Practice

For each argument below determine whether the argument commits a fallacy. If it does, state which type. If it does not, write “no fallacy.” Answers are below.

1. It is immoral and selfish to use animals in research because these scientists are knowingly doing something wrong simply for their own benefit.

2. But can you doubt that air has weight when you have the clear testimony of Aristotle affirming that all the elements have weight including air, and excepting only fire?

3. I know that you’ll accept the recent policy changes because I know that you want to maintain your current position with our company.

4. To name causes for a state of affairs is not to excuse it. Things are justified or condemned by their consequences, not by [what preceded them].

5. “I haven’t read his book – I, frankly, was so disgusted by his magazine piece. … Look at this guy’s background, he’s a sewer pipe sucker…he sucks the sewer pipe.” –Alexander Haig in response to Christopher Hitchens allegations that Henry Kissinger should be tried for war crimes.

6. Why do you suppose President Bush lied in order to get us into the Iraq War?

7. If “patriotism” means “love of one’s country” and one sincerely believes that a given war is not in the best interests of this country, then one can oppose that war while still remaining patriotic. Therefore, it is wrong to call Steve “unpatriotic” simply because he argued against the Iraq War.

8. He is out of work. Therefore, we can’t blame him for getting drunk and smashing his car.

9. No experiments have ever proved for sure that there aren’t any ghosts. So, ghosts exist.

10. I’ve always worn the number 43 when I’ve played basketball – that’s why I’m a champion!

11. Dan is a redhead and he’s also hot-tempered. Therefore, all redheads are hot-tempered.

12. We should always help a friend in need. So, we should help our friends who become stumped during an examination.

Answers are below.
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Answers:

1. Begging the Question

2. Inappropriate Authority

3. Appeal to Force

4. No Fallacy

5. Ad Hominem Abusive

6. Complex Question

7. No Fallacy

8. Appeal to Pity

9. Appeal to an Absence of Information

10. False Cause

11. Converse Accident

12. Accident


