Name____________________________________

Introduction to Logic/Exam #1

Fifteen Points Total

(Each question is worth ½ point unless otherwise noted.)

1) “For” is sometimes used as a conclusion indicator. True or false?

2) An inductive argument can be valid under some circumstances. True or false?

3) In a good deductive argument, the conclusion is simply a reformulation of the information contained in the premises. True or false?

4) A valid argument may have all true premises and a false conclusion. True or false?

5) If an argument is sound then it all of its premises must be true. True or false?

6) All stong arguments are cogent. True or false?

7) An argument may legitimately be spoken of as “sound” or “unsound”? True or false?

8) An inductive argument can be made stronger by the addition of enough information. True or false?

9) “Greetings” are said to have an “commissive” function. True or false?

10) A good reason to avoid emotive language is that emotions can often cloud our reasoning. True or false?

11) A proposition is any expression in our language that can be affirmed or denied. List three uses of the English language where expressions are not affirmed or denied. Please give an example of each type of expression.
12) Please identify the conclusion in the following argument: Some mammals are not horses, for no horses are centaurs and all centaurs are mammals. 

Conclusion:_________________________________________________________________

13) Please identify the conclusion in the following argument: No musicians are astronauts; all musicians are baseball fans; consequently, no astronauts are baseball fans.

Conclusion:______________________________________________________________

14) Please identify the conclusion in the following argument: The horn works and the lights turn on; thus it can’t be a dead battery that’s keeping this care from starting.

Conclusion:_________________________________________________________________

15) Please identify the conclusion in the following argument: The darn engine pings every time we use the regular unleaded gas, but it doesn’t do it with the super. I’d bet that there’s a difference in the octane ratings despite what my mechanic says. 

Conclusion:_________________________________________________________________

16) Consider the following argument: Los Angeles is a city in Michigan and Michigan is a part of the United States. Thus, Los Angeles is in the United States. This argument is a) strong  b) sound             c) uncogent  d) invalid  e) none of the above.

For items #17-22, match the type of argument in Section A with the arguments given in Section B.

Section A
a. Argument from Definition
b. Causal Inference

c. Analogy

d. Disjunctive Syllogism

e. Inductive Generalization
f. Hypothetical Syllogism

g. Categorical Syllogism

h. Argument from Authority

17) _____ The darn engine pings every time we use the regular unleaded gas, but it doesn’t do it with the super. I’d bet that there’s a difference in the octane ratings despite what my mechanic says. 

18) _____ If anti-abortion laws lead to an increase in unregulated and unsafe abortions, then abortion should remain legal. Anti-abortion laws do lead to an increase in unregulated and unsafe abortions. Therefore abortion should remain legal.

19) _____ I have already said that he must have gone to King’s Pyland or to Capleton. He is not at King’s Pyland, therefore he is at Capleton. 

20) _____ Bob is a bachelor and so it follows that he is unmarried.

21) _____ The last time I had a cup of coffee right before bed (on a school night) I was unable to go to sleep for several hours afterward. Therefore, if I have a cup of coffee before bed tonight (which is a school night) then I will be unable to go to sleep for several hours.

22) _____ Some mammals are not horses, for no horses are centaurs and all centaurs are mammals.

23) A causal inference is: a. deductive or b. inductive

24) An argument from authority is: a. deductive or b. inductive.

25) An argument containing at least one statement of the “All A’s are B’s” form is a/an ________________________________________________________.

26) Which of the following is an example of an ambiguous term: a. erasure  b. expedient  c. turn                             d. sanitation engineer  e. stereotype (Choose the best answer.)

27) A dispute that rests only partially on an ambiguity is called a/an ___________________________________________________.

28) We saw that while two terms could have roughly the same literal meaning, they could have significantly different emotive meanings. Please give an example employing two terms with similar literal meanings but distinct emotive meanings.

29) Please construct your own example of a deductive argument. Formulate an argument that you consider to be valid with premises that are least plausibly true. Be original! (One Point)
