Philosophy 2100: Introduction to Ethics

Macomb Community College

Winter 2010

(Section C-0602)

Location: N-207






Time: TWTh 6-8:40p

Instructor: Ron Butzu





Office Hours: Wed. 5:10-5:55p

E-mail: ac1112@wayne.edu




Office: N-251 (Adjunct Office)

Catalog Description: A critical examination of the foundation of various ethical systems. Specific ethical problems are posed - especially those that relate to the student's situation - and possible solutions are discussed. Students will be challenged to define and defend their ethical position against alternative systems. (3 contact hrs)
Course Texts: 

Moral Philosophy: Theories and Issues, 4th ed. by Emmett Barcalow (MP)
Great Traditions in Ethics, 12th ed. by Denis, Peterfreund, and White (GT)
Course Objectives:

Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

1. Identify various ethical problems, positions and arguments

2. Recognize, define and apply the vocabulary of ethics

3. Identify the premises, inherent assumptions and implications of ethical arguments and theories

4. Formulate and defend various positions addressing significant ethical questions

Course Format: Class sessions will consist of lectures on the assigned reading material as well as class discussion.  Towards the end of the semester we will dedicate time for student presentations. There will also be three exams.

Course Expectations:

1. Students are strongly encouraged to view learning as an opportunity for growth as opposed to being a “chore” or a “punishment.”

2. Students are also strongly encouraged to view the instructor as a partner in growth, as opposed to an individual out to cause “pain and suffering.” 

3. Students are responsible for coming to class prepared, having read the scheduled readings and addressed any assigned questions.

4. Students are responsible for respecting the rights of others in the classroom at all times, and keeping all distractions to the absolute minimum; i.e. talking, cell phones ringing, etc.

5. Students are responsible for asking questions when unclear about any of the course content.

6. Students are responsible for coming to class with an open mind, willing to give every viewpoint expressed fair consideration.

Evaluations: 

35 Points = Exam #1 (7/1/10)

35 Points = Exam #2 (7/15/10)

30 Points = Quizzes

35 Points = Presentation

25 Points = Participation

40 Points = Final Exam (7/29/10)

Grading Scale: Final grades will be based on a standard scale: 200 points = A+, 186 points = A, 180 = A-, 174 = B+, 166 = B, 160 = B-, 154 = C+, 146 = C, 140 = C-, 134 = D+, 126 = D, 120 = D-, and 119 or below = E.

Exams: We will have three exams over the course of this semester. The first two exams will be non-cumulative and will consist primarily of short-answer-type questions. The final exam will be cumulative, containing material from throughout the semester, and will call for somewhat more substantive responses. 

Important: Make-up exams will only be offered in extreme circumstances and in no case will a make-up exam be offered to those who do not contact me within 48 hours after the missed exam. Please note that the only exceptions to this policy are extreme medical emergencies.

Quizzes: There will be seven quizzes on the scheduled readings. These quizzes will be based on study questions that will be presented to the student one week prior (or available on my website). Quizzes will consist of everything from short-answer, to true or false, fill-in-the-blank and multiple-choice type questions. Each quiz will be conducted within the first 10 minutes of class on the scheduled day. Please note that if you are absent or late for class you will not be able to take the quiz for that day.  Further, there will be no make-ups for the quizzes. (The only exceptions to this policy being documented medical emergencies of an extreme nature.) However, please note that I will automatically drop your lowest quiz score, so that your final grade will reflect only your six best quizzes.

Presentation: Students will be asked to form small groups for the purpose of presenting an ethical issue to the rest of the class. In addition to presenting the ethical issue itself, students are asked to present at least two opposing viewpoints concerning it. Finally, groups will be asked to respond to questions from their fellow students concerning the ethical issue of their choice. A selection of ethical issues will be distributed approximately the seventh day of class.

Participation: A course of this nature will certainly allow for a good deal of class discussion. During this discussion, what is sought is an open exchange of ideas that is free from contentiousness, hostility, and just plain-old rude behavior. Moreover, during student presentations, the remainder of the class is asked to listen attentively to the ethical issue being discussed. The class will then be asked to fill out a questionnaire concerning the presentation (as well as offering questions of their own). Each questionnaire that a student completes is counted as three points towards one’s participation grade. Note that a student can miss only one questionnaire before his or her grade is negatively affected. On the other hand, if a student completes all available questionnaires, the additional points may be viewed as extra-credit.

Attendance: Attendance at each and every session is highly recommended. (For looking at someone else’s notes is never as helpful as having your own.) However, no points will be deducted merely for missing a class. On the other hand, students will observe that being absent during another group’s presentation will make completing a questionnaire for that presentation impossible.

Cheating: Cheating on an exam will result in an automatic E for the course and will be cause for possible college dismissal. (Looking at someone else's exam or having notes in view during an exam will be construed as cheating.)

One final thing: It is a good idea to exchange phone numbers with another person in this class.
“Our discussion will be adequate if it has as much clearness as the subject-matter admits of, for precision is not to be sought for alike in all discussions, any more than in all the products of the crafts.... In the same spirit, therefore, should each type of statement be received; for it is the mark of an educated man to look for precision in each class of things just as far as the nature of the subject admits...”

          -Aristotle, Nichomachean Ethics; bk. I, ch. III

Important Dates and Outline: (Readings are due by the date listed.)

6/22/10: Introduction

6/23/10: Methods in Ethics

6/24/10: Ch. 1: Morality & Moral Reasoning (MP); Aristotle Reading (GT); Quiz #1
6/29/10: Ch. 2: Natural Law & Divine Commands (MP); Augustine & Aquinas Readings (GT); Quiz #2
6/30/10: Ch. 3: Realism, Nihilism, Subjectivism & Relativism (MP); Hobbes & Nietzsche Readings (GT); Quiz #3
7/1/10: Exam #1

7/6/10: Discussion of Group Projects; Group Formation; Group Collaboration

7/7/10: Ch. 4: Psychological Egoism & Moral Egoism (MP); Plato Reading (GT); Quiz #4

7/8/10: Ch. 5: Utilitarianism (MP); Mill Reading (GT); Quiz #5
7/13/10: Ch. 6: Kantian Moral Theory (MP); Hume & Kant Readings (GT); Quiz #6
7/14/10: Ch. 7: Virtue & Vice (MP); Epicurus & Epictetus Readings (GT); Quiz #7
7/15/10: Exam #2
7/20/10: Sample Presentation; Group Collaboration

7/21/10: Applied Ethics/Student Presentations

7/22/10: Applied Ethics/Student Presentations

7/27/10: Applied Ethics/Student Presentations

7/28/10: Applied Ethics/Student Presentations

7/29/10: Final Exam

