Review for Exam #2/Quizzes #4-7

Intro to Ethics/Quiz #4

1. ___D__ Which of the following is not covered by Barcalow’s understanding of “common sense morality”?

a. slavery is immoral

b. harming others to benefit ourselves is wrong

c. helping a drowning child is morally right

d. do unto others as you would have done unto you

2. ___C__ Which of the following would be most clearly prohibited by the principle “ought implies can”?

a. giving $1 to charity

b. lying

c. constructing a four-sided triangle

d. doing unto others as you would have done unto you

3. __B___ “Everyone’s actions are always ultimately based on self interest.” This is an expression of:

a. Moral Egoism

b. Psychological Egoism

c. Donald Davidson’s view

d. The “golden rule”

4. __C___ “The concept of morality is such that, if an act harms another that is a reason to count it as wrong.” This is an expression of:

a. Moral Egoism

b. Psychological Egoism

c. Donald Davidson’s view

d. The “golden rule”

5. __D___ Who said “Man – every man – is an end in himself, not the means to the ends of others”?

a. Donald Davidson

b. Adam Smith

c. Samuel Pufendorf

d. Ayn Rand

True or False

6. __T___ Samuel Pufendorf said that in order to be safe man must be “sociable.”

7. ___T__ One criticism of moral egoism is that it seems to undermine “social harmony.”

8. __T___ Barcalow argues that Adam Smith’s defense of moral egoism is self-contradicting.

9. __F___ Moral egoism is a theory concerning human nature.

10. ___F__ Ayn Rand believes we’re all better off if we all focus on our own happiness.

Intro to Ethics/Quiz #5

1. __B___ In every situation we should maximize well-being. This is a statement of:

a. consequentialism

b. Act Utilitarianism

c. Rule Utilitarianism

d. Moral Egoism

2. ___C__ Which of the following is not a criticism of Act Utilitarianism?

a. It ignores the distribution of happiness

b. It ignores special duties from promises 

c. It makes moral discourse meaningless 

d. It requires too much impartiality

3. __D___ What does Barcalow believe to be a problem for any version of Utilitarianism?

a. It ignores special duties from promises

b. It is self-contradictory

c. It makes moral discourse meaningless

d. It is difficult to precisely measure well-being

4. ___C__ Which of the following is a “consequentialist” theory?

a. Act Utilitarianism

b. Rule Utilitarianism

c. Both

d. Neither

5. __A___ Which of the following is not an alleged advantage of Rule Utilitarianism over Act Utilitarianism:

a. It doesn’t require impartiality 

b. It doesn’t require as much of us

c. It doesn’t entirely ignore the distribution of happiness

d. It doesn’t look exclusively at future consequences of an action

True or False

6. ___F__ Rule Utilitarianism seeks to maximize well-being in each and every circumstance.

7. __F___ Rule Utilitarianism believes that precise measurements are necessary to make moral judgments.

8. ___T__ Act Utilitarianism is criticized for requiring too much of us.

9. __T___ According to Barcalow’s example on p. 85, Act Utilitarianism would require that Alpa receive the heart transplant.

10. ___?__ Making the distinction between Act Utilitarianism and Rule Utilitarianism is very fun and easy!

Introduction to Ethics/Quiz #6

1. ___B__What “test” does Immanuel Kant propose to determine whether an action is inherently wrong?

a. Maximum well-being

b. Logical consistency

c. Ten Commandments

d. Self-interest

2. ___A__ What is the only thing that Kant believes can be called good “without qualification”?

a. a good will

b. God

c. Self-interest

d. Intelligence

3. __C___ According to Kant, in order to have moral worth, an action must be done from a sense of:

a. self-interest

b. devotion

c. duty

d. religious spirit

4. __D___ A “maxim” is:

a. the maximum amount of well-being

b. a self-interested person

c. a duty

d. a personal rule of action

5. __C___ The “second formulation” of the Categorical Imperative is concerned with:

a. logical consistency

b. self-interest

c. respect for persons

d. maxims

True or False
6. __T___ Non-consequentialists believe that some actions are inherently wrong.

7. __F___ Kant believes even good intentions can be used for evil purposes.

8. __F___ Kant believes that giving to charity is a clear example of good will.

9. __T___ Kant saw his Categorical Imperative as a reformulation of the Golden Rule.

10. ___T__ Kant believes that a duty to help others can be derived from the Categorical Imperative.

Introduction to Ethics/Quiz #7

1. __D___ What does the Dalai Lama say about ethical theories that rely on ethical rules?

a. The proper rules are the road to inner peace.

b. Ultimately, all rules mean the same thing.

c. Rules are good – but only when written by enlightened individuals.

d. No set of rules will ever capture the richness and diversity of human experience.

2. ___B__ What makes a character trait a virtue according to Aristotle?

a. A virtue helps “society at large.”

b. A virtue allows an individual to flourish.

c. A virtue is in line with the best set of rules.

d. A virtue maximizes pleasure and reduces pain.

3. ___C__ How does “eudaimonia” differ from a more contemporary understanding of “happiness”?

a. Eudaimonia is more subjective.

b. Eudaimonia applies only to humans.

c. Eudaimonia is longer lasting.

d. Eudaimonia is more intense.

4. __B___ Which of the following is not explicitly mentioned by Aristotle as a virtue?

a. Courage

b. Honesty

c. Pride

d. Ready Wit

5. ___A__ What is meant by “the unity of virtue”?

a. Virtues are connected.

b. Virtues are disconnected.

c. Virtues bring society together.

d. Virtues unite the various aspects of our personalities.

True or False

6. __T___ Aristotle believed that “liberality” is a virtue.

7. __T___ According to Aristotle, a virtue is the middle point between two extremes.

8. ___T__ According to Aristotle, a virtue will help us flourish.

9. ___F__ According to Aristotle, it is our capacity for refined pleasures that separates us from the other animals.

10. __T___ Aristotle believed that most people focused on the wrong things in seeking eudaimonia.

