Name______________________________
Critical Thinking/Practice Exam #3

(Twenty Points Total/One Point Each)

1. “Either a circuit breaker has tripped or the electricity is off.” This statement is an ____________________ disjunction.

2. Having a shirt and shoes is a ____________________ condition for being served in most restaurants.
3. Running a gasoline engine is a ____________________ condition for consuming an oil product.
4. Being an available, unmarried male is a ____________________ condition for being a bachelor.

5. If Ralph Nader had dropped out of the race in 2000 then Al Gore would have won Florida. If Al Gore had won Florida then Al Gore would have won the 2000 election. Therefore, if Ralph Nader had dropped out of the race in 2000 then Al Gore would have won the 2000 election. Form? ______________________ Valid or Invalid?
6. If Nozick’s entitlement theory is workable then the notion of marginal productivity is applicable to society as a whole. But the notion of marginal productivity is not applicable to society as a whole and so Nozick’s entitlement theory is unworkable. Form? ______________________ Valid or Invalid?

7. If the Bible is open to many possible interpretations then what a person takes from it says more about the person than the Bible itself. What a person takes from the Bible says more about the person than the Bible itself. Therefore, the Bible is open to many interpretations. Form? ______________________ Valid or Invalid?

8. Tonight I will either watch a movie or grade some papers. Well, I have to grade papers – and so I will not watch a movie. Form? ______________________ Valid or Invalid?
9. If the Bible is open to many possible interpretations then what a person takes from it says more about the person than the Bible itself. Well, the Bible is open to many possible interpretations, and so what a person takes from it says more about the person than the Bible itself. Form? ______________________ Valid or Invalid?

10. If Nozick’s entitlement theory is workable then the notion of marginal productivity is applicable to society as a whole. But Nozick’s theory is not workable and so the notion of marginal productivity is not applicable to society as a whole. Form? ______________________ Valid or Invalid?
11. Create your own argument using one of the valid truth-functional argument forms. Use premises that you believe any reasonable person would accept. Try to come up with an argument that is at least somewhat interesting! ☺ 
12. Create your own E-statement.

13. Circle the predicate class in: “No honest thinkers are persons who only listen to one side of an argument.”

14. Write out EIO-2 in standard form using P for the major term, S for the minor term and M for the middle term.

15. Write out AEE-3 in standard form using P for the major term, S for the minor term and M for the middle term.

16. Put the following argument into standard form and then identify its mood and figure. “Some college graduates are persons who only listen to one side of an argument, but no honest thinkers are persons who only listen to one side of an argument and so some college graduates are not honest thinkers.”
Major Premise:

Minor Premise:

Conclusion:

Mood & Figure:
17. Put the following argument into standard form and then identify its mood and figure. “No human persons are ultimately responsible agents because no human persons are self-created entities and all ultimately responsible agents are self-created entities.”

Major Premise:

Minor Premise:

Conclusion:

Mood & Figure:
18. Identify the mood and figure of the following argument and determine whether it is valid. 

P1 No Republicans are compassionate persons.
P2  Some Democrats are compassionate persons.
(No Democrats are Republicans.
Mood & Figure:

Valid or Invalid?

19. Identify the mood and figure of the following argument and determine whether it is valid. 

P1 All beings that do not deserve their starting position in life are fundamentally equal beings.

P2. All human persons are beings that do not deserve their starting position in life.

(All human persons are fundamentally equal beings.

Here’s a little help. The following syllogisms are unconditionally valid:

AAA-1 EAE-1 AII-1 EIO-1

AEE-2 EAE-2 AOO-2 EIO-2

AII-3 IAI-3 EIO-3 OAO-3

AEE-4 IAI-4 EIO-4
20. Construct your own categorical syllogism. Make sure your syllogism is valid and use premises that any reasonable person should accept. Try, again, to come up with something interesting! ☺
