A Quick Rundown of Three Types of Disputes

1. Obviously Genuine Dispute

a. This type of dispute is not at all the result of a misuse of language. There is a real difference in belief or attitude regarding matters of fact.

b. An example here might be something like if you believe there is intelligent life on other planets but I don’t. Language is probably not the source of our disagreement in this case.

2. Merely Verbal Dispute

a. This type of dispute is entirely the result of a misuse of language and arises when words are used “ambiguously.”

b. An ambiguous term is a term with two or more distinct meanings. For example, the word “man” can mean “gender” or “species.”

c. Whenever it might occur where two people seemingly disagree on some point – but there disagreement is only the result of employing an ambiguous term in more than one way – what we have is a merely verbal dispute.

3. Apparently Verbal But Really Genuine Dispute

a. This type of dispute is partially the result of ambiguous language. However, even after the verbal dispute is resolved, a real difference in belief or attitude remains.

