Political Philosophy – Study Guide 8 (Chapter 10)

1. First, how would you define feminism? How does Imelda Whelelan define it? Can you accept this definition?

· It seems clear to me that feminism suffers a bad image today and that even the word ‘feminism’ has become kind of a dirty word. I had a student recently who wrote a paper on the pay differential between men and women. She expressed what, to me, were feminist sentiments – not necessarily wrong ones, either – throughout her paper. Yet, at the end of her paper she thought it necessary to disavow “feminism.” She said something like, “None of what I said here makes me a feminist, etc.”

· On the other hand, some of you might have seen this bumper sticker: “Feminism is the radical idea that women are people.” Is it that simple?

· IW defines feminism as the view that says “women suffer systematic social injustice because of their sex.” Barcalow calls systematic injustice “oppression.” (Webster’s defines oppression as “the exercise of authority or power in a cruel or unjust manner.”)

· IW’s definition seems relatively fair to me. (Though, on this definition, I think I might thereby qualify as a feminist! Gasp! OTOH, is “oppression” too strong of a word?)

· Clearly, women have been oppressed throughout history: 1. viewed and treated as property; 2. could not themselves own property; 3. denied the right to vote; 4. denied the right to an education (!); 5. unequal in the eyes of the law, etc.

· Yet, even today Women are still oppressed, it seems, in a number of different ways: 1. pay differential (around 75% of men for full-time work); 2. glass ceiling; 3. unequal child care responsibilities; 4. portrayal in popular media (eating disorders); 5. standards for sexual behavior (teenage girls are either sluts or prudes). (Sexist language?)

· Why are only 13% of congress people women? (Compared to 43% in Sweden?)

· Whatever you think of the abortion question, I think it’s clear that it is an issue that affects women more than it does men. Like Barcalow says, it regulates women’s behavior – not men’s. W/o abortion rights, women are much more greatly affected: bear the unwanted child, give birth; more likely to be the one to raise the child; career and financial goals interrupted, etc.

· {Do women have things tougher? It seems like whatever a woman chooses to do – work outside the home or not – she’s going to encounter outside pressure to do otherwise. (Which is really sad, because this has GOT to be one of the stupidest things to argue about.) Men, I think, still have it easier.}

· {If you could have it either way, would you prefer to be a male looking for a female partner or a female looking for a male partner?}

· {What would be say would be just concerning the role of women from behind the veil of ignorance?}

2. Briefly characterize the status and condition of women in ancient Greece and Rome.

· In ancient Greece you had a. higher (than male) rate of female infanticide; b. state-run sexual slavery; c. women under the guardianship of men; d. male-arranged marriages; e. male-custody of children; f. denial of education.

· In Rome, the situation was very similar to that in Greece: a. strict paternal family structure; b. women were always under the authority of some male.

3. Briefly characterize the status and condition of women during early American history. How did the American Revolution affect some individual’s views concerning women? 

· There was a belief in female inferiority; under English common law a married women could not own property or sign contracts; women were thought to require supervision because they were over-sexed, overly emotional, and under endowed with reason; few received formal education; and, of course, they could not vote.

· The Declaration of Independence claimed that ALL mankind is created equal and claimed that legitimate political authority rested on the consent of the governed – but women by and large did not consent to their position. Compounding this philosophic concern was the fact that while the men were away fighting the war, the women were gaining a new sense of their own power, etc.

4. Who is Elizabeth Cady Stanton and what is The Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions? Examine and evaluate this resolution for yourself.

· (1815-1902) One of the earliest and most vigorous champions for women’s rights. Her father encouraged her to become educated. Was enraged that women couldn’t own property, sign contracts, earn wages, etc. No colleges accepted women in her day. 

· Stanton organized a convention on women’s right that men in Seneca Falls, NY. Over 100 people adopted a “Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions,” much of it written by Stanton & modeled on the Declaration of Independence.

5. What Utilitarian argument does John Stuart Mill give in favor of sexual equality?

· Recall that Utilitarianism is the view that says the morally right course of action is the one that will bring about the greatest good for the greatest number. Mill thought that sexism diminished overall happiness.

· Men are corrupted by the experience of thinking that they are superior to the women around them. (Leads to an over-estimation of one’s own merits and gives a disincentive to actually become a better person.)

· Half of all human capital is wasted when women are forbidden to utilize their full potential. (RJB: Seems clear to me!)

· Men will be made happier by having wives that are their equals. (Does this point also apply to fathers with daughters?)

6. Please summarize the position of Betty Friedan in her Feminine Mystique.

· In 1960, Friedan saw that women were being told that their natural, rightful place in society was the role of the mother and wife. To want anything else was unnatural, unfeminine – even neurotic and worthy of pity! 

· Friedan noted that the proportion of women to men going to college had been decreasing since the 20’s: from 47% to 35%. A century earlier women fought for the right to a higher education. However, as time progressed, attending college became a strategy for landing a husband. By the mid-50’s 60% dropped out to marry or because they thought having too much education would be a marriage-bar. 

· The solution according to Friedan was to change the notion of life outside the home for women as unfeminine.

7. List what you believe to be a couple of the more significant facts regarding the state of women in contemporary America.

· (Mentioned above.) Only 13% of the Senate are women – compared to 43% in Sweden. Women still make only about 75% of what men make for full-time work. Women still do more of the domestic work and childcare.

8. List what you believe to be a couple of the more significant facts regarding the state of women outside America.

· Obviously, the whole female circumcision thing. How about this one: In India, on average of five women A DAY are burned in dowry-related disputes – leaving many scarred, crippled or dead. The sex-trade. The disparity in literacy rates.

9. What is the difference between “liberal” contemporary feminism and “socialist” feminism?

· Simply put, liberal feminists believe that justice and equality for women can be achieved without having to transform capitalism. Whereas socialist feminism asserts that more radical chance is needed – and that even the goal of being “just like men” ought to be challenged.

10. Summarize the position of Juliet Mitchell.

· (1966) She identified four social structures that must be transformed if women are to be “emancipated”: 1. production (worries that, as the workforce contracts via automation, women’s role in the economy will be diminished); 2. reproduction (fights against the idea that a women’s set role is to have children); 3. education (worries that the educational system directs women into “feminine occupations”); and 4. sexuality (monogamous heterosexual marriage limits women’s options!). 

11. What is the position of what Barcalow calls “radical feminism”?

· For the radical feminist, the problem is not capitalism – it’s men! Women can be emancipated only by separating themselves from men. Men will always try to dominate women, regardless of the economic system! Sexual relationships with men are inherently oppressive. (I believe it was Andrea Dworkin at U of M that said that all heterosexual relationships constitute a “rape” in a sense.)

12. What are some of the criticisms of “liberal feminism”?

· Liberal feminists are/were insensitive to issues concerning class and race: not ALL women face the exact same issues. Most vocal feminists were white and middle-class and thus saw housework and childcare as oppressive, whereas work outside the home was seen as empowering. Lower class women viewed things in the opposite way. Another related criticism is that, in viewing housework and childcare as oppressive, liberal feminists were seen as denigrating something that is extremely important. Finally, exactly what type of man are women supposed to what to be equal to? A poor, black man?

13. What is the “Ideal of Androgyny”? (Is it, in your view, an ideal?)

· Sex (anatomy) vs. Gender (psychological characteristics – ways of thinking, feeling and behaving)

· Review the typical masculine and feminine stereotypes on page 275.

· One way of viewing androgyny is to combine the best traits of each gender without the negative ones. Whatever trait helps you flourish in your society is a good trait: industriousness versus laziness.

· Another ideal (offered by Joyce Treblicot) says simply that people should feel free from any outside pressure to experiment with and adopt whatever gender traits they see fit. (What would the Communitarian say?)

